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Agenda

• What are choice boards?
• Why are they useful?
• Questions to Consider in Advance
• Examples
• Howard Gardner’s Theory of Multiple Intelligences (1980s)
• Tasks



What are choice boards?

• Emphasize student choice in learning
• Customizable by students for independence
• Adaptable for individuals and classrooms



Choice Boards – English Language Arts
To Kill A Mockingbird

My Hero‘s Journey



Educational Endorsement

• Endorsed by the North Carolina Department of Public Instruction 
(2007–2022)

• Widely used in English Language Arts and other subjects



Differentiated Instruction

• Support individual talents and needs
• Enable personalized learning paths
• Encourage diverse ways to demonstrate understanding
• (Tomlinson, 2008; Subban, 2006; Smale-Jacobse et al., 2019)



Student-Centered Learning

• Promote project-based learning
• Students apply unique skills
• Teachers act as facilitators, not lecturers
• (Overby, 2011; Felder & Brent, 1996; Froyd & Simpson, 2008)



Motivation and Autonomy

• Students choose tasks that resonate with them 
→Boost motivation (Garbe, 2020)
→Strengthen self-determination (Martinek, Zumbach & 

Carmignola, 2022)



Versatility and Application

• Suitable for all subjects and grade levels
• Useful for small assignments or major projects
• Primarily classroom-based, but flexible for individual use



Questions to Consider in Advance

1. Why are choices needed? 

• Choice boards motivate students by offering options, increasing 
engagement and personal responsibility through self-selected 
tasks.



Questions to Consider in Advance

2. What skills and/or knowledge should the students have? 

• Tasks must match students’ competencies to avoid under- or 
over-challenging them.



Questions to Consider in Advance

3. What competencies, educational standards and goals are 
represented with the Choice Board? 

• Choices should align with the curriculum and education 
standards.



Questions to Consider in Advance

4. What choices should and can be given? 

• Teachers determine the choices, ensuring variety based on 
students’ skills, available materials (e.g., paper, clay, tablets), and 
time constraints.



Questions to Consider in Advance

5. What is the time frame for developing the tasks or project?

• A clear time frame should be established in advance, as it 
affects task selection and depth.



Questions to Consider in Advance

6. How should the evaluation rubric be structured?

• An evaluation rubric should be created beforehand, aligned with 
learning objectives and standards, and shared with students to 
guide their work.



Choice Of An Essay Style/Type Or 
Choice Of A Short Story



Choice Boards – English Language Arts
1. Project Plan
2. Project & Presentation
3. Self-Reflection

To Kill A Mockingbird

My Hero‘s Journey



Creating Inclusive Choice Boards: 
Considering Learner Diversity

• Different learners have different strengths — these should be reflected in 
the choice board.

• One helpful framework: Howard Gardner’s Theory of Multiple Intelligences 
(1980s) (Davis et al., 2011)

• Use Intelligences to Diversify Tasks:
• Linguistic – reading, writing, storytelling
• Logical-Mathematical – problem-solving, data analysis
• Musical-Rhythmic – creating songs, rhythm-based activities
• Visual-Spatial – drawing, designing, mapping
• Physical-Kinesthetic – building, acting, hands-on tasks
• Naturalistic – exploring nature, classifying, observing
• Interpersonal – group work, discussions, peer feedback
• Intrapersonal – reflection, journaling, goal-setting



Mini Gallery Walk at Your Seat

Objective:
• Analyze and discuss sample Choice Boards to explore different 

approaches and get inspiration for creating your own.
Instructions:
• Locate the printed samples of 3 Choice Boards placed in 

envelopes or clipboards. You will receive one set per pair or 
group of 3.

• Review the Sample Choice Boards
• In pairs/groups: Take 5–6 minutes to carefully review the sample 

Choice Boards.



Mini Gallery Walk at Your Seat
Analyze the following:

• What is the overall theme or topic of the Choice Board?

• What types of tasks are included?

• Which Multiple Intelligences are represented?

• How do the tasks promote social education, inclusivity, or community-building?

In your pair/group, discuss your thoughts on the Choice Boards:

• Which tasks do you think would work best in your classroom?

• Which tasks seem most engaging or effective for promoting social education?

• How would you adapt the Choice Board to your students' needs?

Prepare for the Whole-Group Discussion:

• Which Choice Board (or tasks) stood out to you and why?

• What aspects of the Choice Boards would you use in your own teaching?

• How can Choice Boards be adapted to suit different learning styles and social education goals?

Time Limit: You have 10 minutes for this analysis and discussion before the whole-group share-out.



Social Education – Student Choice Tasks



Social Education – Student Choice Tasks



Social Education – Student Choice Tasks



Create Your Own Choice Board
Instructions:
• Work in groups of 2–3.
• Choose a relevant social education topic (e.g., empathy, communication, community engagement).
• Use the 16-square template to design a Choice Board.
• Include a variety of tasks that reflect different Multiple Intelligences (e.g., linguistic, visual-spatial, 

interpersonal, logical).
• Balance task types: creative, reflective, physical, and analytical.
• Adapt to your students’ level, needs, and classroom context.
• Connect tasks to real-life situations to enhance relevance and meaning.
• Ensure a range of difficulty to support different learners.
• Review and refine your board for clarity and engagement.

Time Limit: You have 10 minutes for this analysis and discussion before the whole-group share-out.
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